Scenario 

Research was done to determine the extent to which teachers at Prattville Kindergarten School ask higher level thinking questions based on Bloom’s Taxonomy.

The incidental sample consisted of 11 females out of the 32 teachers at the school. 

The 11 teachers selected were chosen because they were under PEPE evaluation for that school year.  Non-tenured teachers are under evaluations for 3 consecutive years and tenured teachers are under evaluation once every 3 years.  The teachers receive 1 announced observation and 2 unannounced observations by the principal of the school during the course of the year.  The observations last for 45 minutes.

PEPE is a standardized test used for teacher evaluations in the state of Alabama.  Reliability coefficients can be found at the state department.

The results of the study showed that 80% of the teachers evaluated asked higher level thinking questions.

Answers to Scenario

Type of design-- The research is descriptive because it describes the attributes of a group of people and groups are not being created

Hypothesis, objective, or question—To determine the extent to which teachers at Prattville Kindergarten School ask higher level thinking questions based on Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Generalization—I do not feel comfortable generalizing the results of this study because the sample was not randomly selected it was a convenient sample.  The sample was not very large, only 11 teachers out of 32 teachers were selected.  That is less than half.

Strengths and threats

External

Population validity—Is a threat because of the small non-random sample.

Demographics—Is a threat because the only information we are given is the fact that they were females.  More information could have been given such as age, race, and number of years of teaching experience.

Ecological validity—Not a threat because it takes place in the regular classroom setting.

Internal

Instrumentation—(strength) We are told that PEPE is a standardized instrument and reliability coefficients can be found at the state department.

Appropriate use of inferential statistics—PEPE generates discrete data because it is measuring rates and frequency of occurrence.  Therefore a non-parametric statistic must be used.

Mortality—Not a threat because we are not told that anyone dropped out of the study.

Ethical problems—There are no apparent ethical problems because no harm was done to the participants.

